
Art 6  § 30.  Acts to Embrace But One Object—Time of Effect

No act hereafter passed, shall embrace more than one object, and that shall be expressed in the
title. But if any object shall be embraced in an act which is not so expressed, the act shall be void
only as to so much thereof, as shall not be so expressed, and no law shall be revived, or amended,
by reference to its title only; but the law revived, or the section amended, shall be inserted at
large, in the new act. And no act of the legislature, except such as may be passed at the first
session under this Constitution, shall take effect until the expiration of ninety days after its
passage, unless the legislature shall by a vote of two thirds of the members elected to each house,
taken by yeas and nays, otherwise direct.

Art 6  § 39.  Local Laws Not to Be Passed in Enumerated Cases

The legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any of the following enumerated cases; that
is to say, for
Granting divorces;
Laying out, opening, altering and working roads or highways;
Vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys and public grounds;
Locating, or changing county seats;
Regulating or changing county or district affairs;
Providing for the sale of church property, or property held for charitable uses;
Regulating the practice in courts of justice;
Incorporating cities, towns or villages, or amending the charter of any city, town or village,
containing a population of less than two thousand;
Summoning or impaneling grand or petit juries;
The opening or conducting of any election, or designating the place of voting;
The sale and mortgage of real estate belonging to minors, or other under disability;
Chartering, licensing, or establishing ferries or toll bridges;
Remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures;
Changing the law of descent;
Regulating the rate of interest;
Authorizing deeds to be made for land sold for taxes;
Releasing taxes;
Releasing title to forfeited lands.
The legislature shall provide, by general laws, for the foregoing and all other cases for which
provision can be so made; and in no case shall a special act be passed, where a general law would
be proper, and can be made applicable to the case, nor in any other case in which the courts have
jurisdiction, and are competent to give the relief asked for.

Art 6  § 38.  Salaries of Officials Cannot Be Increased During Official Term

No extra compensation shall be granted or allowed to any public officer, agent, servant or



contractor, after the services shall have been rendered or the contract made; nor shall any
legislature authorize the payment of any claim or part thereof, hereafter created against the State,
under any agreement or contract made, without express authority of law; and all such
unauthorized agreements shall be null and void. Nor shall the salary of any public officer be
increased or diminished during his term of office, nor shall any such officer, or his or their
sureties be released from any debt or liability due to the State: Provided, the legislature may
make appropriations for expenditures hereafter incurred in suppressing insurrection, or repelling
invasion.

Art 6  § 42.  Appropriation Bills to Be Specific

Bills making appropriations for the pay of members and officers of the legislature, and for
salaries for the officers of the government, shall contain no provision on any other subject.

Art 6  § 33.  Compensation and Expenses of Members

Members of the legislature shall receive such compensation in connection with the performance
of their respective duties as members of the legislature and such allowances for travel and other
expenses in connection therewith as shall be (1) established in a resolution submitted to the
legislature by the citizens legislative compensation commission hereinafter created, and (2)
thereafter enacted into general law by the legislature at a regular session thereof, subject to such
requirements and conditions as shall be prescribed in such general law. The legislature may in
any such general law reduce but shall not increase any item of compensation or expense
allowance established in such resolution. All voting on the floor of both houses on the question
of passage of any such general law shall be by yeas and nays to be entered on the journals.
The citizens legislative compensation commission is hereby created. It shall be composed of
seven members who have been residents of this State for at least ten years prior to the date of
appointment, to be appointed by the governor within twenty days after ratification of this
amendment, no more than four of whom shall be members of the same political party. The
members shall be broadly representative of the public at large. Members of the legislature and
officers and employees of the State or of any county, municipality or other governmental unit of
the State shall not be eligible for appointment to or to serve as members of the commission. Each
member of the commission shall serve for a term of seven years, except of the members first
appointed, one member shall be appointed for a term of one year, and one each for terms ending
two, three, four, five, six and seven years after the date of appointment. As the term of each
member first appointed expires, a successor shall be appointed for a seven-year term. Any
member may be reappointed for any number of terms, and any vacancy shall be filled by the
governor for the unexpired term. Any member of the commission may be removed by the
governor prior to the expiration of such member’s term for official misconduct, incompetency or
neglect of duty. The governor shall designate one member of the commission as chairman. The
members of the commission shall serve without compensation, but shall be entitled to be
reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses actually incurred in the performance of
their duties as such members.



The commission shall meet as often as may be necessary and shall within fifteen days after the
beginning of the regular session of the legislature in the year one thousand nine hundred
seventy-one and within fifteen days after the beginning of the regular session in each fourth year
thereafter submit by resolution to the legislature its determination of compensation and expense
allowances, which resolution must be concurred in by at least four members of the commission.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, such compensation and expense
allowances as may be provided for by any such general law shall be paid on and after the
effective date of such general law. Until the first such general law becomes effective, the
provisions of this section in effect immediately prior to the ratification of this amendment shall
continue to govern.

Art 6  § 15.  Senators and Delegates Not to Hold Civil Office for Profit

No senator or delegate, during the term for which he shall have been elected, shall be elected or
appointed to any civil office of profit under this State, which has been created, or the emoluments
of which have been increased during such term, except offices to be filled by election by the
people. Nor shall any member of the legislature be interested, directly or indirectly, in any
contract with the State, or any county thereof, authorized by any law passed during the term for
which he shall have been elected.

Art 6  § 52.  Revenues Applicable to Roads

Revenue from gasoline and other motor fuel excise and license taxation, motor vehicle
registration and license taxes, and all other revenue derived from motor vehicles or motor fuels
shall, after deduction of statutory refunds and cost of administration and collection authorized by
legislative appropriation, be appropriated and used solely for construction, reconstruction, repair
and maintenance of public highways, and also the payment of the interest and principal on all
road bonds heretofore issued or which may be hereafter issued for the construction,
reconstruction or improvement of public highways, and the payment of obligations incurred in
the construction, reconstruction, repair and maintenance of public highways.

Art 6  § 55.  Revenues and properties applicable to fish and wildlife conservation

Fees, moneys, interest or funds arising from the sales of all permits and licenses to hunt, trap, fish
or otherwise hold or capture fish and wildlife resources and money reimbursed and granted by
the federal government for fish and wildlife conservation shall be expended solely for the
conservation, restoration, management, educational benefit, recreational use and scientific study
of the state’s fish and wildlife, including the purchases or other acquisition of property for said
purposes and for the administration of the laws pertaining thereto and for no other purposes. In
the event that any such properties or facilities are converted to uses other than those specified in
this section and the conversion jeopardizes the availability of the receipt of federal funds by the
state, the agency of the state responsible for the conservation of its fish and wildlife resources



shall receive fair market compensation for the converted properties or facilities. Such
compensation shall be expended only for the purposes specified in this section. All moneys shall
be deposited within the state treasurer in the “license fund” and other specific funds created
especially for fish and wildlife conservation and the public’s use of fish and wildlife. Nothing in
this section shall prevent the Legislature from reducing or increasing the amount of any permit or
license to hunt, trap, fish or otherwise hold or capture fish or wildlife or to repeal or enact
additional fees or requirements for the privilege of hunting, trapping, fishing or to otherwise hold
or capture fish or wildlife.

Art 12  § 5.  Support of Free Schools

The legislature shall provide for the support of free schools by appropriating thereto the interest
of the invested “school fund,” the net proceeds of all forfeitures and fines accruing to this State
under the laws thereof and by general taxation of persons and property or otherwise. It shall also
provide for raising in each county or district, by the authority of the people thereof, such a
proportion of the amount required for the support of free schools therein as shall be prescribed by
general laws.

Art 10 § 1.  Taxation and Finance

Subject to the exceptions in this section contained, taxation shall be equal and uniform
throughout the State, and all property, both real and personal, shall be taxed in proportion to its
value to be ascertained as directed by law. No one species of property from which a tax may be
collected shall be taxed higher than any other species of property of equal value; except that the
aggregate of taxes assessed in any one year upon personal property employed exclusively in
agriculture, including horticulture and grazing, products of agriculture as above defined,
including livestock, while owned by the producer, and money, notes, bonds, bills and accounts
receivable, stocks and other similar intangible personal property shall not exceed fifty cents on
each one hundred dollars of value thereon and upon all property owned, used and occupied by the
owner thereof exclusively for residential purposes and upon farms occupied and cultivated by
their owners or bona fide tenants one dollar; and upon all other property situated outside of
municipalities, one dollar and fifty cents; and upon all other property situated within
municipalities, two dollars; and the legislature shall further provide by general law, for increasing
the maximum rates, authorized to be fixed, by the different levying bodies upon all classes of
property, by submitting the question to the voters of the taxing units affected, but no increase
shall be effective unless at least sixty percent of the qualified voters shall favor such increase,
and such increase shall not continue for a longer period than three years at any one time, and
shall never exceed by more than fifty percent the maximum rate herein provided and prescribed
by law; and the revenue derived from this source shall be apportioned by the legislature among
the levying units of the State in proportion to the levy laid in said units upon real and other
personal property; but property used for educational, literary, scientific, religious or charitable
purposes, all cemeteries, public property, the personal property, including livestock, employed
exclusively in agriculture as above defined and the products of agriculture as so defined while
owned by the producers may by law be exempted from taxation; household goods to the value of
two hundred dollars shall be exempted from taxation. The legislature shall have authority to tax



privileges, franchises, and incomes of persons and corporations and to classify and graduate the
tax on all incomes according to the amount thereof and to exempt from taxation, incomes below
a minimum to be fixed from time to time, and such revenues as may be derived from such tax
may be appropriated as the legislature may provide. After the year nineteen hundred thirty-three,
the rate of the state tax upon property shall not exceed one cent upon the hundred dollar
valuation, except to pay the principal and interest of bonded indebtedness of the State now
existing.

Art 10 § 4.  Limitation on Contracting of State Debt

No debt shall be contracted by this State, except to meet casual deficits in the revenue, to redeem
a previous liability of the State, to suppress insurrection, repel invasion or defend the State in
time of war; but the payment of any liability other than that for the ordinary expenses of the
State, shall be equally distributed over a period of at least twenty years.

Art 5  § 1.  Division of Powers

The legislative, executive and judicial departments shall be separate and distinct, so that neither
shall exercise the powers properly belonging to either of the others; nor shall any person exercise
the powers of more than one of them at the same time, except that justices of the peace shall be
eligible to the legislature.

Art 7  § 8.  Governor to Nominate Certain Officers

The governor shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the senate, (a majority of
all the senators elected concurring by yeas and nays), appoint all officers whose offices are
established by this Constitution, or shall be created by law, and whose appointment or election is
not otherwise provided for; and no such officers shall be appointed or elected by the legislature.

§ 22.  Right to Keep and Bear Arms
A person has the right to keep and bear arms for the defense of self, family, home and state, and
for lawful hunting and recreational use.

Art 6   § 36.  Lotteries; Bingo; Raffles; County Option

The legislature shall have no power to authorize lotteries or gift enterprises for any purpose, and
shall pass laws to prohibit the sale of lottery or gift enterprise tickets in this State; except that the
legislature may authorize lotteries which are regulated, controlled, owned and operated by the
State of West Virginia in the manner provided by general law, either separately by this State or
jointly or in cooperation with one or more other states and may authorize state-regulated bingo
games and raffles for the purpose of raising money by charitable or public service organizations



or by the State Fair of West Virginia for charitable or public service purposes: Provided, that
each county may disapprove the holding of bingo games and raffles within that county at a
regular, primary or special election but once having disapproved such activity, may thereafter
authorize the holding of bingo games and raffles, by majority vote at a regular, primary or special
election held not sooner than five years after the election resulting in disapproval; that all
proceeds from the bingo games and raffles be used for the purpose of supporting charitable or
public service purposes; and that the legislature shall provide a means of regulating the bingo
games and raffles so as to ensure that only charitable or public service purposes are served by the
conducting of the bingo games and raffles.

Art 6  § 46.  Manufacture and Sale of Liquor

The legislature shall by appropriate legislation regulate the manufacture and sale of intoxicating
liquors within the limits of this State, and any law authorizing the sale of such liquors shall
forbid and penalize the consumption and the sale thereof for consumption in a saloon or other
public place.

Art 12  § 1.  Education

The legislature shall provide, by general law, for a thorough and efficient system of free schools.

Art 12  § 2.  Supervision of Free Schools

The general supervision of the free schools of the State shall be vested in the West Virginia board
of education which shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by law. The board shall
consist of nine members to be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of
the senate, for overlapping terms of nine years, except that the original appointments shall be for
terms of one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, and nine years, respectively. No more than
five members of the board shall belong to the same political party, and in addition to the general
qualifications otherwise required by the Constitution, the legislature may require other specific
qualifications for membership on the board. No member of the board may be removed from
office by the governor except for official misconduct, incompetence, neglect of duty, or gross
immorality, and then only in the manner prescribed by law for the removal by the governor of
state elective officers.
The West Virginia board of education shall in the manner prescribed by law, select the state
superintendent of free schools who shall serve at its will and pleasure. He shall be the chief
school officer of the State and shall have such powers and shall perform such duties as may be
prescribed by law.
The state superintendent of free schools shall be a member of the board of public works as
provided by subsection B, section fifty-one, article six of this Constitution.

Art 7  § 8.  Governor to Nominate Certain Officers



The governor shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the senate, (a majority of
all the senators elected concurring by yeas and nays), appoint all officers whose offices are
established by this Constitution, or shall be created by law, and whose appointment or election is
not otherwise provided for; and no such officers shall be appointed or elected by the legislature.
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